REGILDING THE CRESCENT
seems no ground for handing over to that king-
dom the whole of Turkey, as advocated by a
writer in an English newspaper.* The Turks
hoped much of the Greeks when the Constitu-
tion was proclaimed. The Greeks hoped much
of the Constitution. Both were disappointed,
and it can hardly be said that the prolonged
altercations between the Patriarch and Mahmoud
Shevket, over the vexed question of instruction
in the schools, during the whole of last summer
(1909), foreshadowed the promise of Ottoman
patriotism.
Of the total Jewish population in Turkey,
which does not in all probability exceed one
million, eighty thousand are domiciled in the city
of Jerusalem, and a large number are natives of
Salonika, which is represented by two Jews in
Parliament. Turkish Jews are not, like some
elsewhere, reputed for their wealth, possibly
because they have to compete with Greeks and
Armenians, their masters in commerce.
The Kurds are Mohammedans of Aryan
origin, adroit horse-stealers, savage, brutal and
cowardly in the cities, yet tractable and diligent
in the agricultural districts. Many of the hamals,
or porters, whose strength excites the admiration
of tourists in all the cities, are, so far as Con-
* PaU'Mall Gazette, May 14, 1909.
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